
RE-IMAGINING

VICTORIANS
with Keynote Speaker: Jentery Sayers

the

“Victorian Activities and the Play of Genre in

Contemporary Video Games”

Virtual Zoom
Conference

APRIL 18,  2024 9:00-17:10 EST
(Kingston,  Ontar io)

Click here for
the Zoom l ink!

https://queensu.zoom.us/j/97382600594?pwd=MmFXaWlLR2owc2N0OFNjeTgraGlEdz09


Post-  and De-Colonial  Perspect ives  (1B)
Moderator :  Jacob Aubut ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Schedule

Aryani  Roy ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Revis i tng Carmil la :  the  conf l ic t  of  colonizer  and

colonized

Rupsha Banerjee ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

“Mr .  Lessing wi l l  not  want  his  wi fe  being s troked by an

Indian” :  Revis i t ing Patr iarchal  and Colonial  Anxiet ies  in

Victorian London Through Comedy in BBC’s  Quacks

Sabarno Sinha ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

The Cont inuing Relevance of  the Vic torian Indo-Gothic

Space of  Bombay

Apri l  McInnes ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Disrupt ing the Dominant  Discourse wi th Decolonial

Temporal i ty :  Chal lenging Chronological  T ime and

Deploying Ceremonial  Time in Drew Hayden Taylor ’s

The Night  Wanderer :  A  Graphic  Novel

SESSION ONE -  9:00-10:30
Revis ioning Vic torian Gender (1A)
Moderator :  Fred Hook ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Barnana Baidya ,  Independent  Scholar

Exploring Convent ions and Rebel l ion :  Hardy ’s   

Representat ion of  Women in  Jude the  Obscure

Pri tanshu Kar ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Contort ing Gender Norms:  Revis i t ing Wuthering Heights

Shibangi  Ghose ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Rat ional  Versus Emotion:  The Rivet ing Case of  Vic torian

and Modern Toxic  Mascul ini ty  in Sherlock Holmes

Catherine Marcot te ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

A Meal  F i t  (Only)  For  a  Queen:  Transgressive  Appet i tes

and Patr iarchal  Pol i t ics  in the Ephemera of  Queen

Victoria ’s  L i fe
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Visual  Cul ture ,  Aesthet ic ism,  and Decadence (1C)
Moderator :  Adam Jackson,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Aloki ta  Raichaudhuri ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Rethinking cul tures  of  Vic tor ian v isual i ty  in  reference

to Josef  Al tholz ’s  “The Mind and Art  of  Vic tor ian

England”

Ais ik  Mai t i ,  Indian Inst i tute  of  Technology Bombay 

“The Tyranny of  the Novel” :  Fin de  Sièc le  Popular

Publ ishing in Bri ta in c .1890-1900

Sri tama Mukhopadhyay ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Fi l th  teaches f i l th ,  but  what  does ar t  teach?  Inter textual

eras :  P lays  of  the 16th vs  the 19th Century

Anna Grace Ebert ,  Kennesaw State  Universi ty

The Looking Glass :  Decadent  Themes and Ref lect ions in

El la  Hepworth ’s  Dixon’s  The Story of  a  Modern Woman
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‘Otherness ’  and Deviant  Encounters  (2A)
Moderator :  Nicholas  Marcel l i ,  Queen’s  Universi ty
Alperen Yedekçi ,  Socia l  Sciences Universi ty  of  Ankara

Otherworldly  Encounters :  Exploring Vampiric ism in

Dracula  and Fantast ic  Creatures  in Al ice  in  Wonderland

–  An Invest igat ion into Otherness  and Fantast ica l

Elements  in the Vic torian Era

Al i  Bal ,  Socia l  Sciences Universi ty  of  Ankara

Heathcl i f f ’ s  Otherness :  The Construct ion of  a  Vic t im-

Turned-Perpetrator  in Wuthering Heights

Erin Gi lbert ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

The Butcher ,  The Baker ,  The Human-Pie  Maker :

Adaptat ions of  Sweeney Todd and the Fascinat ion wi th

True Crime

Jacob Aubut ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Spectacle ,  Violence ,  and the Banal i ty  of  Evi l  in  Dan Leno

and the  L imehouse Golem

SESSION TWO -  10:30-12:00
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Reconceptual iz ing Women’s  Relat ionships  (2B)
Moderator :  Dr .  Lara Karpenko,  Carrol l  Universi ty
Paramita  Routh Roy ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

The Queer Gaze in Ammonite :  Re- imagining the Female

Sexual  Desire

Dr .  Ir ina Rabinovich ,  Holon Inst i tute  of  Technology

Reimagining Vic torian Women Wri ters :  Unvei l ing Grace

Agui lar ’s  L i terary  Legacy Through Epis to lary  Exchange

Fai th Montagnino,  Universi ty  of  Scranton

“Unsexing Ourselves” :  Proto-Feminism in Vic toria

Cross ’s  “Theodora”  and Sarah Grand’s  “Woman

Quest ion”

Al iv ia  Hanson,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Sis terhood in Rosset t i ’ s  “Gobl in Market”

Psychoanalys is  and Rethinking ‘Madness ’  (2C)
Moderator :  Dr .  Maura Ives ,  Texas A&M Universi ty

Prot i t i  Maj i ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Reconceptual iz ing madness in Jean Rhys ’s  Wide Sargasso

Sea

Anurag Ghosh,  S is ter  Nivedi ta  Universi ty

What  l ies  wi thin ,  l ies  Beyond:  A posthumanist

psychoanaly t ic  reading of  R .  L .  S tevenson’s  The Strange

Case  of  Dr .  Jekyl l  and Mr .  Hyde

Zebulon Mikula ,  Holy  Family  Universi ty

The Vic torian Mental  Asy lum:  Separat ing Media Myth

From Real i ty

Feryn Wade-Lang ,  Universi ty  of  Guelph

“Am I  a  Monster?” :  Neurotrans and Reproduct ive  Labour

in Jane Eyre

El izabeth Marszalek ,  Rutgers  Universi ty

“Live ,  move ,  and have her  being in another” :

Dissociat ion and Doppelgängers  in Charlot te  Brontë ’s

Vi l le t te



Death and the Occul t  (2D)
Moderator :  S idney Robichaud,  Queen’s  Universi ty
Ti tas  Choudhury ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Alcest is ,  Dionysus ,  and Sydney Carton:  Sacri f ice  and

Resurrect ion in A Tale  of  Two Ci t ies

Riddhi  Guha,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Exploring Vic torian occul t ism:  A s tudy on occul t is t

periodicals

Katherine Robbins ,  Universi ty  of  Rhode Is land

What  St i l l  Haunts  Us :  Vic tor ian Spir i tual ism in the

Contemporary  Novel

Brynn Valuch,  Carrol l  Universi ty

One Dress  in the Grave :  Vic tor ian Mourning Cul ture ,

Sexism,  and Modern Standards
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KEYNOTE AND BREAK -  12:00-14:00

Dr.  Jentery  Sayers ,  Universi ty  of  Vic toria
“Victorian Act iv i t ies  and the Play  of  Genre in

Contemporary  Video Games”

Jentery  Sayers  (he/him) is  Director  of  Media Studies  and
Associate  Professor  of  Engl ish at  the Universi ty  of

Vic toria .  He ’s  the edi tor  of  three books :  Making Things  and

Drawing Boundaries  (U .  of  Minnesota  Press  2017) ,  The

Rout ledge  Companion to  Media Studies  and Digi tal

Humanit ies  (2018) ,  and Digi tal  Pedagogy in  the  Humanit ies

(MLA 2020 ,  wi th Davis ,  Gold ,  and Harris ) .  He ’s  current ly
wri t ing a  new book on the play  of  genre in contemporary

video games ,  and his  most  recent  publ icat ions address
topics  such as  a lgori thmic accountabi l i ty ,  ar t i f ic ia l
inte l l igence ,  autoethnographies  of  mediat ion ,  and
minimal  computing from the labour perspect ive .

Re
-I

m
ag

in
in

g 
th

e 
V

ic
to

ria
ns

18
 A

pr
il

 2
02

4 
- 

Z
oo

m
Break:  12:00-12:45
Keynote:  12:45-13:45
Break:  13:45-14:00



Gender and Performance (3B)
Moderator :  Er in Gi lbert ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Alex Eubanks ,  Kennesaw State  Universi ty

The Vic torian Image of  the Femme Fatale  and I ts

Ef fects  on Feminis t  F igures  in Contemporary  Popular

Cul ture

Kai ley  Pire ,  Rutgers  Universi ty

The Performativ i ty  of  Gender as  Escapism in Bronte ’s

Vi l le t te

Nancy Mỹ  Nghi  La ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

“The Perfect  West-End Swel l ” :  Gender Performance in

the Vic torian Music  Hal l

Sarai  Ramos Cedres ,  Universi ta t  de València

Treasure  Is land at  the Nat ional  Theatre :  A Quest ion of

Gender

Re-engaging wi th the Nonhuman ‘Other ’ :  Ecocri t ica l
Perspect ives  (3A)
Moderators :  L iayana Jondy ,  Queen’s  Universi ty  and
Noah Gal lego ,  Cal i fornia  State  Poly technic  Universi ty
Ngam Gooh

Alfred Hi tchcock ,  Man,  and Nature :  An Eco-cr i t ica l

Reading of  “The Birds”

Mikayla  Wilson,  Queen’s  Universi ty

The Anthropomorphic  Other :  An Analys is  of  The King of

Cats  Folkta le  in Mary Shel ley ’s  On Ghosts

Max Kais ler ,  Berkeley  Universi ty

Trust ing the Weather- frog :  Conspiracies  of  Conjugal

Li fe  in 19th Century  German Media

Sidney Robichaud,  Queen’s  Universi ty

The Gothic  Garden:  Cul t ivat ion ,  Gardening ,  and Empire

in Emily  Brontë ’s  Wuthering Heights
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SESSION THREE -  14:00-15:30



Medicine ,  I l lness ,  and Disease (3C)
Moderator :  Catherine Marcot te ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Réka Törzsök ,  Universi ty  of  Debrecen

“Unfold to  the world the deepest  myster ies  of  creat ion” :

Scient i f ic  Experimentat ion in Frankenste in  and The

Is land of  Doctor  Moreau

Fred Hook ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

“The refuse of  London” :  Disease ,  the Working-Class ,  and

the Industr ia l  Revolut ion in Peter  Ackroyd ’s  Dan Leno &

The Limehouse Golem

Aiden Hickey ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Darwin ’s  Autobiographies :  The Vic torian Doctor  and

Professional  Ethos in the Early  Nineteenth Century

Lauren Waters ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Bloodlust  and Blood Loss  in Carmil la :  Menstrual

Madness and Nymphomania in the 19th Century
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Behaviour ,  Inter iori ty ,  and Conduct  (4A)
Moderator :  Dr .  Lara Karpenko,  Carrol l  Universi ty

SESSION FOUR -  15:30-17:00

Sambuddha Ray ,  Presidency Universi ty

“The cul t ivat ion of  human facul ty  i s  cul ture” :  When

Bankimchandra Read Arnold

Rebekah Love ,  Western Michigan Universi ty

Art i f ice  and Empathy :  The Rhetorical  Construct ion of

Middlemarch

Marisa Rath ,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Mind Your Manners! :  Exploring the Instruct ion of

Vic torian Chi ldren’s  L i terature

Aubrey Accomando,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Are 19th-Century  Conduct  Manual  Ideals  St i l l  Being

Inst i l led in Women? :  An Analys is  of  Vic tor ian Themes

in Music  Within the Last  Century

Brandon Roder ,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Aesthet ic iz ing the Outcast :  An Analys is  of  Rosset t i ’ s

“ Jenny”
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Victorian Inf luences Today (4B)
Moderator :  Nancy Mỹ  Nghi  La ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Debarat i  Pal ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Trends in Tourism:  The Cont inuing Inf luence of

Vic torian Travel

Susana Valdes ,  F lor ida Internat ional  Universi ty

Romancing the Vic torian :  Depict ions of  Vic torian

Li terary  F igures  in Otome Games

Jey  Russel l ,  Universi ty  of  Guelph

The Marriage of  Genres in the Code:  Real ize  Games

Maria  Radish ,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Don’ t  Give  in to  the Gobl in Men:  Rosset t i ’ s  “Gobl in

Market”  and Caut ion in a  Consumeris t  World

Victorian Domest ic i ty  and i ts  Complexi t ies  (4C)
Moderator :  Apri l  McInnes ,  Queen’s  Universi ty
Roopsa Upadhyaya ,  Jadavpur Universi ty

Female re la t ionships ,  c lass  and female  homosocia l

space in Emily  Bronte ’s  Wuthering Heights

Amar Roy ,  Presidency Universi ty

Looking Back at  the Vic torian Entanglement  of

Motherhood through the Modern Mother :  Feminine

Space(s)  in  Mona Caird ’s  “Moral i ty  of  Marriage , ”

Doris  Lessing ’s  “To Room Nineteen,”  and Domee Shi ’s

Bao

Donna Ti l lo tson,  Queen’s  Universi ty

The Str ing of  Peri ls :  A  Domest ic  Disarray

Rachel  P luta ,  Carrol l  Universi ty

Masters  of  the House :  The Vic torian New Woman
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Expanding the Canon:  Unconvent ional  Readings (4D)
Moderator :  Dr .  Brooke Cameron,  Queen’s  Universi ty
Nicholas  Marcel l i ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

A Study in Springf ie ld :  The Simpsons and the Parodic

Transmedial i ty  of  Vic tor ian Li terature

Adam Jackson,  Queen’s  Universi ty

To Hel l  With Moral i ty :  A  Vic torian Nod to  Ian

Hinckfuss  Through Decadence

Jennifer  Jakob ,  Queen’s  Universi ty

Erot ic iz ing the Vic torians in Yana Toboso ’s  Manga

Kuroshi tsuj i

CLOSING REMARKS -  17:00-17:10


